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Medical unit has many names—
still only N.M. Air Force Reserve unit

BY MAJ. JUANA LABELLE
704th Medical Squadron

Kirtland AFB is home to the 704th Medical Squadron, New
Mexico’s only Air Force Reserve unit.

The unit was activated as a geographically-separated unit
on Oct. 1, 1983 and designated as 11th U.S. Air Force Contin-
gency Hospital, Detachment 4, Lackland AFB, Texas.

It was made up of approximately 50 members from various
civilian careers, ranging from students to nurses, surgeons and
administrative personnel.

Over the years, this unit has undergone several redesignations.

In 1986, the detachment was moved from the Texas hospi-
tal to the 12th U.S. Air Force Contingency Hospital, Travis AFB,
Calif.

On Oct. 1, 1989, the unit received a deployable mission tasking.

In November 1990, a group of members activated in sup-
port of Operation Desert Shield Deployed to Davis Monthan
AFB, Ariz.

In January 1991, the entire unit activated for Operation Desert
Storm. A majority of its members deployed to Royal AF Nocton Hall,
United Kingdom; the rest remained at David Grant Medical Center,
Travis AFB, in support of active duty personnel deployed elsewhere.

In 1995 the unit became the 349th Contingency Hospital, De-
tachment 2, an asset of hospital at Travis AFB.

In 1999 it was redesignated as 349th Medical Squadron, Detach-
ment 2 during a major Air Force Reserve Command reorganization.

In 2001, the unit mobilized members in support of Opera-
tions Northern and Southern Watch in Iraq.

In March 2003, it deployed 26 members in support of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom, going from civilian status to active duty sta-
tus and was in place within 18 hours of notification. [ T

Nineteen members deployed overseas to Landstuhl, Germany, L . e ——— e —
where they provided medical care to the seven repatriated U.S. T ! “"‘qa:z._"‘:.":_—_;"‘-—-— e
prisoners of war. The seven that remained at Travis AFB, were : i
on stand-by for immediate overseas deployment.

While at Travis AFB, these members enhanced their field
training and updated their program knowledge.

These 26 members, along with other members in the 349th
Medical Squadron, were the only Air Force Reserve Theater Hos-
pital expansion team deployed for Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Twenty-five members returned home in August 2003. The last
one returned November 2003.

This Air Force Reserve unit is exceptionally well-versed to
change. Throughout its multiple redesignations, its size has var-
ied, from about 50 to 150.

Currently, it comprises about 50 members (physicians, nurses,
medical and ancillary service technicians, administrative and per-
sonnel staff) but will be expanding to about 100 personnel.

On July 1, 2003, the 349th Medical Squadron, Detachment 2
was redesignated the 704th Medical Squadron and became a stand-
only medical unit. With this change comes a new tasking-the unit
now supports the Expeditionary Medical Support mission.

Its reputation speaks to its members. Each and every one of
them are leaders. Its training platforms are exemplary, providing
training opportunities specific to trauma. On reserve weekends,
its medical members train at University Hospital, New Mexico Re-
gional Medical Center and the 377th Medical Group.

Members frequently train for nuclear, chemical and biologi-
cal exposure, deployment, anti-terrorism, administration and

personnel support issues.
During Annual Tour sta-
tus, its members have de-
ployed to Keesler AFB, Miss.;
Nellis AFB, Nev.; Japan; Ko-
rea; Honduras and Hawaii.
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